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Introduction

This guidance note is a brq
and particularly the proces
note only deals with the la

e as it relates to company names
ompany’s registered name. This
mited companies.

This note does not intend {
The Government’'s guida
deals in detail with bot
subsequently changing it. |

t’'s guidance on company names.
d on Companies House website
oosing a company name and

The rules governing comy
Company, Limited Liabi
Disclosures) Regulations
Partnership and Business
2014/3140).

in the Companies Act 2006, the
Business (Names and Trading
the Company, Limited Liability
Xxpressions) Regulations 2014 (Sl

Company Incorporation { e choice
In order to incorporate a
however restrictions on thd
incorporation or subseque
restrictions to note are:

y will require a name. There are
ame and these apply whether on
hny’s name. The most significant

e the name of the co
e the name must not
administration, a lo
e the name must
regulations;
the name must not
the name must not
the name must not
the use of certain
name is not allowe

ed” or ‘Ltd”;

h the UK government, a devolved
d public authority;

brds or expressions included in

constitute an offence;

ing name on the index; and
Is and punctuation in a company

It is always advisable to ¢
change). They will alert yo
So long as the proposed
and previously unregistere

th your proposed name (or name
ith any of the regulations in force.
is outside the restrictions above
H not have any problems.

However, please note that
it is felt that the name has
case if the company’s nam

may object to a company name if
istic registration”. This will be the

e the same as a n
goodwill; or

e SO similar that its
suggesting a conng

e complainant in which he has

bm would be likely to mislead by
hny and the complainant.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/incorporation-and-names
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Notwithstanding the abo
punctuation are permitted
use symbols such as £, $,
symbols may only be us
permitted to be used at thg
relevant regulations the
guidance and assistance a

haracters, signs, symbols and
name. This includes the ability to
name. Note that some signs and
bmpany name, whilst others are
well. The details are set out in the
House will be able to provide
sign or symbol may be used.

Section 66 of the Compa
registered with the same
regulations set out a list
company names were diff
within groups to choose rd
as, “Group” and “Holdings
Business (Names and
“Group”, “Holdings”, “Inter
purpose and this makes
different company names,
“Simply Holdings Limited”.

ides that a company cannot be
mpany. Previous company name
be disregarded in determining if
articular difficulties for companies
d within this list were words such
Limited Liability Partnership and
gulations 2015, words such as
have all been disregarded for this
ompanies to choose related, but
ited”, “Simply Group Limited” and

This list has also been revi
did not treat names as th
Government’s explanator
Limited” and “Stone and
disallowed by the Regist
COFFEE CAFE LTD’ is t
TECHNOLOGY LTD' is thg

bphole where previous regulations
eing substantively the same. The
at for example, “Stone Company
| be treated as the same and
huidance also states that ‘REAL
OFFEE CAFE LTD’ and ‘PLUM
OLOGY & COMPANY LTD'.

In comparing company n
status and the words, “the’
as “£” and “pound” and “tw|

pres punctuation, the company’s
name. Words and symbols such
treated as the same.

More details are available
should always consult C
company name.

ebsite and as stated above, you
htion to any proposed choice of
Procedure to change a ¢

Section 77 of the Compani
in order to change its nams

procedure a company must follow

A company may change it
meeting or by the writte
means provided in the co
to change its name using t

cial resolution, either in a general
Alternatively, if there is another
iation, the company may choose

A company’s articles ma
board resolution. This wil
shareholders’ special reso
to see whether and what 3
include a procedure for ¢
this. However, this will alsg

company to change its name by
d easier method than passing a
y to check the company’s articles
. If the company’s articles do not
rticles may be amended to allow
special resolution.

Whichever method is chd
name change. If the namsg

inform Companies House of the
bsolution, a copy of the resolution
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must be submitted to Cg
passed or made. Form N

15 days of the resolution being
pd to Companies House.

If the name has been cha
NMO04 must be submitted i

t in the company’s articles, form

There are also other Com
deal with conditional resol
name change can take ef
most straight forward nam
controversial and does not|

example NM02 and NMO03, which
on(s) must be satisfied before the
b likely to be of less relevance to
e the name being proposed is not
sitive words requiring approval.

Our Change of Company
Companies House forms

s the procedural documents and
ange your company name.

When does the name cha

The change of name is eff
has been issued. The Re
name complies with the
company’s articles of asso

's new certificate of incorporation
e they are satisfied that the new
he relevant regulations and the

Companies House is also
of this will be more exps
submitted electronically or

name changing service. The cost
on whether the documents are

ust ensure that its internal books
hnd website etc. are all updated
bmers and suppliers are notified of
es the new company name at its

Following a successful na
and records, as well as
accordingly. It will also neq
the change and that it cor
offices.

Note however section 81 ¢
obligations of the compan
not alter the status of a
against it. A name cha
outstanding or on-going leg

06. This states that the rights and
name change and importantly do
pught by the company or made
pllow a company to escape its

More details and guidance nies House.



